THE AGE OF MACHINERY
a class of trained officials expressly chosen for their business
capacity, and uniting a sense of responsibility with a more
intimate knowledge of the economic situation. There can be
no question that the growth of such a class was a funda-
mental factor in laying the foundations of modern trade
unionism. Another vital  development was  the evolution
of a 'new model9 of trade unionism, as it was then called.
Instead of the trade union being purely a 'trade' society,
concerned mainly with protecting the professional interests
of its members, a type of union emerged which in addition
to its industrial functions was  a benefit society serving
the purpose of an insurance society. It had the two-fold
result of securing for the unions additional members and
bigger funds. It also re-inforced the hold of a union over
its members, since any member who was expelled for dis-
obedience  might  forfeit   the   superannuation   and   other
benefits. The outstanding example of the 'new model5 was
the Amalgamated Society of Engineers established in 1851
out of a number of independent societies. In process of time
the defects of the enew model' were revealed in the unwilling-
ness of the officials to hazard the funds of their union by
aggressive action. The aim, in fact, appears to have been to
create uniformity of wages and hours throughout the country
rather than to engage in  constant endeavours to better
them. It was the combination of financial solidity and
moderation of purpose which effected a revolution in the
public attitude towards trade unions, and thus made it possible
for them in the seventies to win a much improved legal
status.
The movement must now be studied in another light. It
is a mistake to consider trade unionism exclusively from one
angle: as an industrial society for regulating wages and
hours, and as a friendly society for providing benefits. It has
played an important role in raising the whole level of working
class life, and takes rank as one of the great social forces of
the nineteenth century. This aspect has not received the
attention which it deserves. The history of the miners' union,
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